
LETTERS FROM LODWAR 

Dear Friends in the Diocese of Kalamazoo, 

Many of you remember that I was in the Diocese of Kalamazoo in the 

month of June and I had the opportunity to meet Bishop Paul Bradley, the 

leadership team of the Diocese and also the Diocesan staff.   It was a 

wonderful moment to share something about the Diocese of Lodwar.  

Together we explored various ways in which the idea of 'Sister Dioceses' 

could be made a reality.  I went back to Kenya on July 24, 2014 never 

imagining that I would be back again to Kalamazoo in less than three 

weeks following the death of Mary Agnes McGrail at the age of 102.  We 

buried her on July 17, 2014. 

Mary Agnes McGrail is the lady who generously sponsored me when I was 

in the seminary back in 1983.  She was among a group of pious ladies from 

St. Augustine Cathedral Parish who responded to the request of Bishop of the Diocese of Nakuru in 

Kenya for assistance to educate his seminarians.  At one moment there were five of us seminarians being 

beneficiaries of this sponsorship program. Mary Agnes took upon herself to sponsor two students: 

Lawrence Mbogo who is now the Vicar General of the Diocese of Nakuru and myself. As you can see the 

faithful of Kalamazoo have already been expressing their faith through action. 

In 1996 when I was celebrating 10 years of my priestly ordination and a Canon Law student in Rome, 

Mary Agnes McGrail invited me to visit her in Kalamazoo.  That was my first time to set foot in the 

USA.   Msgr. Mike Hazard the Pastor of St. Joseph Parish Kalamazoo where I stayed for three month.  

From that time on St. Joseph has become a home for me.    The parishioners have taken me as a son, 

providing crucial support to my ministry and apostolate.  On her part, Mary Agnes took me as an adopted 

son.  From 1996 up to the time she died she could always talk to me by phone.   She was a real loving 

mother to me.  

In recognition of Mary Agnes’ love for education, a member of her family proposed a construction of a 

classroom at Queen of Peace school for girls in Lodwar.  He has already pledged to donate $10, 000 

towards the classroom. There is a discussion going on and it seems a library will be built instead of 

classroom since Mary Agnes loved reading and always encouraged the young people to embrace the 

culture of reading. This will be a wonderful addition to Queen of Peace which is a school committed to 

providing quality education,  discipline and good Christian formation to young Turkana.   Any person 

wishing to support this project is most welcome. Please contact St. Joseph Parish Kalamazoo for further 

information.  

It is very encouraging to note that after the visit of Fr. John Peter Ambrose to Lodwar Diocese together 

with Bishop Paul Bradley and Msgr. Mike Hazard, he has mobilized his Christians to support needy 

students in Lodwar.  Right now there are 9 families who have adopted 9 children in Lodwar and are 

paying one dollar a day to feed, clothe and educate a child.  His Parish is helping a village in Lodwar get 

water.  

I am very grateful to God that this initiative of starting 'Sister Dioceses' between the Dioceses of Lodwar 

and Kalamazoo is working in a very concrete way.  Starting in a small way, I believe it will grow into a 

partnership that will enrich all of us and help us live the Gospel values as we reach out to one another in 

the love of Christ that knows no boundary.  

Let us keep each other in prayer.  



Bishop Dominic Kimengich.  


